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Destitute pea pickers in California. Mother of seven children. Age thirty-two. Nipomo, California  

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b41800/ 

 

Supporting Questions 

 

1. What was the New Deal?  

2. How did the government support citizens during an economic crisis?   

3. What programs were developed because of the New Deal? 

4. Did the American citizens think positively or negatively about the new deal? 

 

This work has been developed as part of a Teaching With Primary Sources grant from the Library of Congress.  

 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b41800/
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Was the New Deal a Good Deal 
(NYS Inquiry modified for HS Exceptional Education classes) 

New York Stat Social 
Studies Framework 
and Key Ideas and 

Practices  

8.5c President Roosevelt issued the New Deal in an attempt to revive the economy and help American’s deal 
with the hardships of the Great Depression. These New Deal reforms had a long-lasting effect on the role of 
government in American society and its economic life, but did not resolve all the hardships American’s faced.  

 

Staging the Question 
After studying the depression and the economic effects on the lives of poor Americans, we will use the picture of the 
Migrant Mother http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b41800/ and the Question Formulation Technique to spark 
students question in how the government helped the country recover from the depression   

Supporting  

Question 1  

Supporting  

Question 2  

Supporting  

Question 3  

What was the New Deal? 

How did the government support citizens 
during an economic crisis? 

What changes occurred because of the New 
Deal? 

How did the American citizens feel 
about the New Deal? 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Compare the conditions in America at the 
beginning and in the midst of the Great 
Depression.  

Create a presentation (poster, ppt, bitstrips, 
imovie) that describes the programs 
resulting from the New Deal 

Create a graphic depicting positive and 
negative effects of the New Deal 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

 
New Deal:  
http://www.history.com/topics/new-deal 
Smithsonian-New Deal History: 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/american-
enterprise-exhibition/corporate-era/new-
deal 
 
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/newd
eal/ 
 
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroomm
aterials/primarysourcesets/new-deal/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
iBook – The New Deal 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/the-new-
deal/id1116759519?mt=11 
 
New Deal – Life Histories: 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommat
erials/lessons/dime/history.html 
 
New Deal-Photographs: 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommat
erials/lessons/dime/resources.html 
 
Essay guide:  
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommat
erials/lessons/dime/eguide.html 
 
 

American Life Histories: 
https://www.loc.gov/collections/federal
-writers-project/about-this-collection/ 

New Deal Cartoons: 
https://www.loc.gov/photos/?q=new+d
eal+cartoon 

http://www.teachtnhistory.org/file/Ne
w%20Deal%20Political%20Cartoons.pdf 

 

Niskayuna High School: 
http://www.nisk.k12.ny.us/fdr/FDR 
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Summative  

Performance Task  

ARGUMENT 

Was the New Deal a Good Deal?   
Construct an argument, supported by evidence which address this question. 

You have studied photographs and read the life histories of Americans who lived through 
the Great Depression of the 1930s, and have learned about the New Deal agencies created 
to help these people. 

You have researched some of these New Deal agencies that might have offered help to the 
person/family whose life history you read. 

With this collection of information on the person/family and the New Deal agencies that 
could help them, it is now your job to pull this information together. Write an essay that is 
both creative and informed to demonstrate your understanding of the effect of the New 

Deal on private citizens. 

EXTENSION 

Imagine that you have found that person/family after the Great Depression ended. 
Conduct a second, imaginary, interview with them asking which New Deal agencies were 

the most helpful and how the agencies helped them. 

Taking Informed 
Action 
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